
   
    W P  H  A   M  O N  T H  L Y  B O A R D  M  E  E  T I N  G,  NOVEMBER  4,  2014
        At  Ward  Parkway  Presbyte r ian  Church,  74th  Stree t  and  Ward  Parkway

Board  membe r s  presen t :  Presiden t  Frank  Haar,  Vice  Presiden t  Alison  
Baker,  Treasu re r  Gaye  Tillotson,  Secre t a ry  Jon  Rand,   Maure e n  Hardy,  
Laura  Lavallee,  Laura  Lynch,  Aaron  Schwar tz,  and  Carol  Gould.  Also  
presen t  were  securi ty  chief  Detective  Brent  Parsons,  webmas t e r  Julie  
Wittman  and  residen t  Linda  Hollet t .   

Mr.  Haar  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  8:07  p.m.
                            
Ms.  Hollet t  recalled  problems  with  crime  at  her  Ward  Parkway  home  about  15  years  ago,  
but  said  she  has  not  encoura g e d  problems  in  recent  years.  She  said  she  would  prefer  that  
securi ty  cars  be  marked.  Detective  Parsons  replied  that  his  officers  usually  drive  Kansas  
City  Police  Depar t m e n t  cars.

Ms.  Hollet t  raised  the  issue  of  whethe r  it  was  helpful  to  have  outside  lighting.  Det.  Parsons  
assured  her  that  in        an  urban  area  a  home's  securi ty  is  enhance d  by  outside  lighting.  

Mr.  Rand  repor t ed  that  in  monthly  communi ty  policing  meetings  hosted  by  Metro  Patrol,  
the  WPHA  bounda ri es  consisten t ly  have  fewer  crimes  than  surrounding  neighborhoods .
   
Minutes  were  approved  for  Septem b e r  and  October .

The  incumben t  slate  of  board  membe r s  was  unanimously  approved.

Det.  Parsons  repor t ed  calling  the  supervisor  of  the  communica t ions  unit  and  asked  about  
the  refusal  of  a  911  call  taker  to  respond  to  complain t s  about  aggress ive  solicitors.  He  also  
emailed  the  captain  of  the  unit  and  was  told  
that  everybody  should  know  it  is  depar t m e n t  policy  to  respond  to  these  calls.
  
Ms.  Gould  said  she  called  911  to  repor t  a  neighbor  who  had  a  large  fire  burning  leaves  in  
his  backyard ,  but  was  rebuffed.  Det.  Parsons  said  he  knew  of  no  city  ordinance  prohibi ting  
burning  of  leaves.
 
He  added  that  there  is  no  reason  to  avoid  calling  911  because  it's  a  service  to  taxpaye rs  
and  the  police  have  a  priority  system,  whereby  the  most  serious  crimes  receive  the  highes t  
priority.  He  reiter a t e d  that  it  is  never  a  nuisance  to  police  when  residen ts  phone  911.

Ms.  Tillotson  repor t ed  receiving  member s hip  dues  of  $10,605  from  305  homes  and  
$10,670  for  securi ty  dues
from,  217  houses.  She  added  that  we  need  480  securi ty  membe r s  to  break  even  on  our  
patrol.  Mr.  Haar  said  we     stand  $3,000  to  $4,000  short  of  meeting  our  annual  budge t  and  
asked  whethe r  we  should  make  up  the  shortfall



by  using  surplus  funds  or  or  try  a  second  dues  mailing.  Ms.  Tillotson  repor t ed  a  bank  
balance  of  $42,287.55.

Ms.  Baker  sugges t e d  posting  member s hip  dues  forms  on  eNeighbor s  and  Facebook  to  
remind  homeowne r s  who  have  not  paid  their  dues.       

Ms.  Gould  dete rmine d  her  invento ry  of  welcome  kits  would  be  sufficient  until  early  2015.   

Ms.  Baker  reminded  the  board  that  the  Holiday  Homes  contes t  would  be  held  the  second  
weekend  in  Decembe r  
and  that  last  year ' s  winners  have  agreed  to  serve  as  judges.  Ms.  Baker  set  the  caroling  for  
Decembe r  21.  

Ms.  Wittman  gave  an  update  on  website  const ruc t ion.  She  said  the  old  domain  name  had  
lapsed  and  was  being  replaced  by  wardpa rkw ayho m e s .com  or  wardpa rkw ayho m e s .o rg .  
She  also  said  that  a  gmail  account  was  being
set  up  for  residen t s  to  contac t  the  site.  

It  was  agreed  to  publish  the  winter  newsle t t e r  the  weekend  before  Thanksgiving  to  
promote  holiday  events.

The  meeting  was  adjourne d  at  9  p.m.  
   


